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The European Molecular Biology Organization 
(EMBO) has singled out 21 young group lead-
ers to receive the support of its prestigious 
Young Investigator Programme. Selection is a 
mark of the highest scientific excellence and 
the 2006 awardees were handpicked from a 
pool of over 150 excellent candidates across 
Europe. 

EMBO Young Investigators carry an influential 
recommendation. Selected by EMBO Members 
for the high standard of their research, they 
join a network of some of Europe’s best young 
life scientists. The three-year programme 
offers a range of benefits designed to smooth 
the transition between setting up independ-
ently and establishing a reputation in the sci-
entific community. 

The aim is to raise the profile of the young 
investigators and help them to attract new 
collaborations and funding. Gerlind Wallon, 
manager of the programme, explains: "The 
EMBO Young Investigator Programme offers a 
level of support and distinction that is hard to 
find at this stage in a scientist’s career. It tells 
the scientific community and funding bodies 
that EMBO is convinced of the quality of your 
research and that’s an impressive credential."

The EMBO Young Investigator Programme sup-
ports researchers who are within four years 
of establishing their first independent labora-
tories. Benefits include networking through a 
mentorship programme, annual meeting and 
lab exchanges, as well as professional train-
ing and an annual award of 15,000 euro. The 
programme has been promoting outstanding 
young group leaders in Europe since 2000. 
Currently it supports a network of 70 life  
scientists.

2006 EMBO Young Investigators 

François-Xavier Barre, FR 
Sigal Ben-Yehuda, IL 
Simon Boulton, UK 
Dirk Bumann, DE 
Jérôme Cavaille, FR 
Vincenzo Costanzo, UK 
François Fuks, BE
Johanna Ivaska, FI
Bruno Klaholz, FR
Jean-Christophe Marine, BE
Annette Oxenius, CH
Philippe Pasero, FR
Maria Rescigno, IT
John Rouse, UK
Dirk Schübeler, CH
Luca Scorrano, IT
Victor Sourjik, DE
Irina Stancheva, UK
Jussi Taipale, FI
Miltos Tsiantis, UK
Antonella Viola, IT
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